
Wood products help with 
carbon sequestration.

Logging is a sustainable 
business practice.

First responders support taller 
mass timber buildings.

Using timber prevents 
global warming.

New “wood technologies” 
are better for taller buildings.

This Bill will create jobs.

Logging is 
environmentally friendly.

Since we can replant 
trees, logging is okay.

Taller mass timber 
buildings are safer.

Taller mass timber buildings 
are code compliant.

THE TOP TEN MYTHS ABOUT THE 
Senate Bill 5379

WA SB 5379 gives the wood industry 
unprecedented state support at the expense of 
other, more durable construction products. Dig a 
little deeper and you’ll find this bill flouts consumer 
and environmental safety.

www.BuildWithStrength.com
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According to MIT, the operational-use phase of a building represents 
88%-98% of its global warming potential, dwarfing climate change 

impacts resulting from materials choice.

Only 15% of CO2 stored in a tree is actually 
sequestered. The rest goes up into the atmosphere as 

logging slash mill waste and processing emissions.1

Focusing on embodied carbon ignores the worst 
impacts of forest management–ecosystem depletion 

and biodiversity, as well as soil and water quality.3

Atrazine, a known endocrine disruptor and likely 
carcinogen, is common in U.S. logging practices.2

Clear cutting is “an ecological trauma that 
has no precedent in nature except for a 

major volcanic eruption.” 4

Wood burns and doesn’t withstand Mother 
Nature. It’s a building material that can’t hold up to 
Washington State’s need for resilient construction.

Fire and code officials do not have a quantitative method for 
assessing the level of fire safety of CLT buildings. This is why 

there is a newly created code committee to study this.5

Mass timber, including Cross Laminated Timber (CLT), 
is classified as a “combustible construction” material 

in the International Building Code. Yeah, CLT burns.

Heavy timber construction is one of the most dangerous 
types of construction facing firefighters and first 

responders. Research and experience shows CLT burns 
hotter and longer than even wood frame construction, 

putting occupants and firefighters at risk.  Biased state 
legislation shouldn’t replace the ICC process.3

A study on the impact of mandating wood 
construction in Oregon found that a mere 

38.1 jobs were created in two years.



Washington State Legislators Should Not
Choose Winners and Losers in the

Construction Materials Marketplace.
The WA SB 5379 is a handout for the wood industry at the expense of public tax dollars.  It directs WA state government to promote 

wood as the construction material of choice despite a lack of code approvals for fire, safety and seismic concerns, and eliminates 
other labor trades and unions from state-awarded public work.  Public funds should not advance, nor promote, the use of one 

product over another; that is the job of designers, engineers, architects and safety professionals. 

Uses taxpayer dollars to 
manipulate the construction 
materials market, ignoring

free-market principles.

Overlooks insurance industry 
research on the dangers of 

wood for tall building
construction.

Disregards unique 
construction materials needed 

for different regions.

Mandates that state agencies 
promote wood construction 

for tall buildings.

Backed by the National Ready Mixed Concrete Association, Build with Strength is a coalition of architects, builders, engineers, 
emergency services personnel and policymakers. Our mission is to educate the building and design communities and 

legislators on the benefits of ready mixed concrete, and encourage its use as the building material of choice for low- to mid-rise 
structures. No other material can replicate concrete’s advantages in terms of strength, durability, safety and ease of use.
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The Truth About WA SB 5379
It’s unfair, unsafe, upends the free market and stifles innovation.

Learn more at www.BuildWithStrength.com.

SB 5379:


